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STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . The following is an examiner' s statement of reasons for allowance: 

The objection to the drawings is withdrawn in view of applicants' submission of 
new drawings, i.e. sheet 3/3. The objection to the specification is withdrawn in view of 
applicants' amendment. The rejection of claims 50-98 under 35 USC. 112, second 
paragraph is withdrawn in view of applicants' cancellation of these claims. The rejection 
based upon Speed et al. (WO 99/27067) is withdrawn in view of applicants' submission 
of a certified translation of the foreign priority papers. The rejection of claims 50-52, 73- 
79, 91, 94-98 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Smith et al. (US Patent No. 
4,801,636) and the rejection of claims 53-56 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) over Smith as 
applied to the above claims and further in view of Fry et al. (US Patent No. 5,360,567) 
are withdrawn in view of applicants' cancellation of these claims. With respect to the 
newly added claims 99-145, Smith, the closest prior art, fails to teach a composition 
which comprises a tablet composition comprising an ionic compound, a particle having a 
core and an envelope surrounding the core as those recited, in particular wherein the 
particle is arranged in or on the tablet such that only a portion of a surface of the particle 
directly contacts the tablet. Accordingly, the subject matter, as a whole, would not have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the detergent art. 

The terminal disclaimer filed on March 15, 2004 disclaiming the terminal portion 
of any patent granted on this application which would extend beyond the expiration date 
of US Patent No. 6,514,429 and copending Application Nos: 09/509,642; 09/744,723; 
09/744,724 and 09/744,727 has been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal disclaimer 
has been recorded. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lorna M. Douyon whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
13 13. The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays-Fridays from 8:00AM to 4:30 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Yogendra Gupta can be reached on (571) 272-1316. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Lorna M. Douyon 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1751 



